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taking part in their first trial 
technique competition. This is the 
second year that UB has 
partic ipated in the contest. 
It's a for:m idable challenge for 
these students, all of whom said 
they hope to make a career out of 
trial work. "Most of the grading 
depended on how you responded 
on your feet ," said Robert J. 
Maranto Jr. , captain of one of the 
UB teams. He is a vis iting third-
year student from Duquesne 
University Law School. 
"When I was practicing with 
the team members, I found a lot of 
it very difficult. But when I was in 
the courtroom, it was easier to see 
both sides and easier to make those 
arguments." 
Indeed, Maranto had to switch 
sides, from plaintiff to defense, as 
the team advanced. Teams were 
scored by a panel of three judges. 
who evaluated their technique in 
opening and closing arguments, 
and direct examination and c ross-
examination of two witnesses in 
each trial. 
Dougherty noted that the 
students' trip was funded in large 
part by the Western New York 
Trial Lawyers Association. The 
National Trial Advocacy 
Competition is sponsored in the 
Northeast by the New York State 
Bar Association and the Trial 
Lawyers Section of the New York 
State Bar Associat ion. 
"'This, and New York Practice. 
were probably the single most 
valuable experiences I've had in 
law school," Morgan said. "This 
experience, l don ' t think you could 
duplicate it." • 
Preventive Medicine 
New course fosters respect between law 
and medical students 
S 
everal years ago, the Law 
and Medical Schools decided 
that better communication 
and cooperation between 
their respective faculty mem-
bers and students wou ld be heal thier 
for all -and have been feverishly 
working to achieve it ever since. The 
found ing of a Health Policy Council 
at the Medical School and the devel-
opment of a joint course for upper-di-
vision law and medical students has 
led to substantial progress in this in-
terdisciplinary effort between the two 
professional schools. 
Much of the credi t for th is effort 
at nursing a gentler, kinder re lat ion-
ship belongs to Associate Dean and 
Professor of Law Lee Albert. He is a 
founding member of the Health Poli-
cy Counci l at the School of Medic ine, 
an organization of univers ity faculty 
and community-based professionals 
with knowledge and experience in 
health care. lts purpose is to assist 
health care policy-makers in Western 
New York and beyond through re-
search and consultation. One of its 
current projects, for example, is for-
mulating a policy for the university on 
HIV positive and impaired medical 
and dental students, residents and 
teaching physicians. 
Professor Albert a lso spoke on 
cost-control problems in the Ameri-
can health care system at the Medical 
School Alumni Convocation which 
honored Chief Judge Wachtler with 
an award. In a highly visi ble expres-
sion of its support for law and medi-
cine. the UB School of Medicine in-
vited Professor Albert to present the 
keynote address at their 1992 com-
mencement exercises. 
These steps, and a course offered 
for the firs t time this semester to 
th ird-year medical students and up-
per-division law students, attempt to 
break down the barriers that separate 
the practice of law and medic ine. 
During the last two decades, the 
practice of medicine in America has 
been subjected to increasi ngly gre~ter 
state and federa l regulation. One re-
sult is that patients are fi ling a spiral-
ing number of malprac tice suits 
against their doctors. Greater legal 
li mits on physician fees and restric-
tio ns on their clinical pre rogatives are 
o ther bitter pills to swallow- and 
make the doctors' temperatures rise. 
"It is small wonder that adver-
saria l relationships often exist be-
tween doctors and lawyer ," A lbert 
says. 
In an attempt to increase under-
standing between students o f both dis-
c iplines, they now can be found tak-
ing a new course together entit led 
Policy Issues In Clinical Medic ine, 
which Professor A lbert is co-teaching 
with Harry Sultz, professor of social 
and preventi ve medicine a t UB, and 
Thomas Riemenschneider, associate 
dean for c linical affairs . 
''In light of the expanded role 
of legal institutions inte racti ng with 
the medical profession, it is increas-
ingly important for lawyers and doc-
tors to talk to each other," Albert ex-
plains. ·'But it has become part of our 
culture for lawyers to expect doctors 
If 
to take positions that reflect extreme 
self-interest- some may even say 
greed. Doctors, of course, often say 
the same things about lawyers." 
Professor Sultz believes that the 
misunderstandings between doctors 
and lawyers should be addressed at 
the academic level, before students 
begin their professional careers. 
"What generally happens is that 
the students are socialized by their 
role models in the profes-
In all , the groups discussed seven 
topics: patient rights, quality care, in-
tensive care, medical malpractice, 
those unserved by health care as well 
as the two topics listed above. One of 
the more provocative subjects- and 
one which could easily require law-
yers and doctors to hold very different 
opinions -concerned the testing of 
health care workers in hospitals for 
the HIV virus. 
sion," Sultz says . "These ro le 
models often have had some 
adversarial contact with the 
other profession. By address-
ing the problem now, we 
hope to eliminate some of 
those misconceptions." 
"It is small wonder that 
Seventeen students en-
rolled for the course this se-
mester, I I in law and six in 
medicine. Because of their 
adversarial relation-
ships exist between 
doctors and lawyers. " 
clinical responsibilities, the third-year 
medical students were members of the 
class for one intensive week, while 
the law students spent three weeks. 
During the week of joint pa1ticipation, 
Riemenschneider, Sultz, Albert and 
other lawyers and doctors knowledge-
able on poli cy issues in clinical medi-
cine presented lectures to the entire 
group. The students were then di vided 
into small groups to address some of 
these issues, such as AIDS in the 
health care setting and the rationing of 
medical care. Each group was com-
prised of two law students and one 
medical student and gave oral presen-
tations duri ng the second half of the 
week. 
" It was very interesting," Sultz 
says . " At the beginning of the week, 
the students were di vided at different 
tables between law and medicine. 
During the week. we saw a conver-
gence. At the end of the week. we 
couldn ' t identify who was from law 
or medicine. Each group presented a 
unified opini on on a problem, which 
surprised us." 
"They began by presenting a 
thesis that a ll staff of a fict ionalized 
hospital, struggling to stay afloat in 
the newly-regulated work of hospital 
care, was to institute a system of HIV 
testing for all workers who had con-
tact with patients," Albert says. " It 
was proposed that the workers could 
then advertise this fact to the patients, 
showing how much they cared for 
patients' safety. 
"The trick was that they were 
pl aying devil 's advocate here. They 
didn' t believe hospitals should do 
this. All three members of the panel 
agreed that HIV tests for health care 
workers should not be mandatory." 
Another topic that was zealously 
debated was health care rationjng. ac-
cording to Sultz. He says the best ex-
ample of explicit rationing is the Ore-
gon Plan, which proposes to expand 
the population that Medicaid serves 
and then prio1itizes and limits the 
kjnd of care available to those people. 
Some procedures that are presently 
covered by Medicaid would be ex-
cluded due to budget constraints. 
"First of all , I don' t think any of 
the students had previously recog-
nized the present inequity in health 
care as rationing. There are a whole 
series of obstacles to obtaining care 
now. So they asked, ' How do you 
provide the most good for the most 
people?' An interesting question, be-
cause that 's not what we do now," 
says Sultz. 
Such procedures as costly 
organ transplants would be cut 
out of a program such as the Or-
egon Plan, Albert explains. 
"Cost-effectiveness is a princi-
ple criterion for th is plan. They 
ranked procedures by impor-
tance to health, likelihood of re-
covery, and quality of life after 
recovery. When the money runs 
out, so does the coverage," he 
said. "The student presentation 
manifested a great deal of sym-
pathy for and understanding of the 
Oregon Plan." 
Throughout the busy week of in-
teraction between law and medical 
students, both Lee Albert and Harry 
Sultz remarked on the positive bond 
of intellectual cohesiveness that was 
formed. Student responses from the 
course evaluation included: "Very rel-
evant; provided new, exciting infor-
mation.' · "Excellent opportunity fo r 
interaction between medicine and 
law. I thoroughly enjoyed working 
with the law students." And "Good 
learn ing experience. Gave me a good 
idea of how lawyers th ink and gave 
them a good idea of what physicians 
actually do." 
"A lot happened when we set the 
stage by putting lawyers and M.D.s in 
front of the class talking about impor-
tant issues. W hat followed was a great 
overlap of information and values." 
says Sultz. ''There were great attitude 
changes during the week." ' 
All in all , a sound prescription for 
change. • 
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